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2016 ‘ 
Board of Directors From head el ae wesidem 
oug Dowds, 


President 


Doug Dowds W6HB QST de W6HB: 


Vice President 

Mel Hughes K6SY Welcome to March where we are to beware of the 15th and drink green beer on the 
17th. Hopefully neither of these mandates will negate DXing! 

Treasurer 

Jerry Lewine K6QU Many thanks to Joe, K5KT, and Mel, K6SY, for the enlightening history lesson on 
Don Wallace and how the SCDXC came to be using W6AM as the ID for our club's 

Secretary repeater. Hopefully we all now understand that the CW W6AM ID is for the repeater 

Kris Jacob KC6TOD — and that K6SY and K6DXC are merely repeater users. 


Membership Chair Your board discussed possible operating events to break in the club's K6DXC. | 

Linda Souder W6GQE = would like to hear you ideas via E-mail at your earliest opportunity to me at 

: w6hb@arrl.net as sometimes the routing through scdxc.org does not make it to me. 
irector 

Barry Fitchew N6VOH Time is running out to book your 2017 Visalia IDXC attendance. Get ‘er done Vern! 


Remember that we don't have a SCDXC meeting in April. 
Director 


George Jacob N6VNI_— Bands have been noisy at my QTH and don't seem to yield the results the numbers 


would indicate. | tend to work more with funky conditions. Oh well, | won't argue with 
ZD7 on 40 J3E with 100 watts and a wire at 28 feet or rag chewing into the South 
Pacific late at night with zero sunspots. Seems easier when many see the poor num- 
bers, turn their rigs off and leave me with less competition and QRM! 


Director 
Jerry Robinson K6AV 


APPOINTEES 


. ' 
Roceamehaty See you for dinner and the meeting on the 9th‘ 


Newsletter Editor 
Tae FLEX RADIO XL LEGAL LIMIT AMPLIFIER 


Our president Doug found this YouTube demo of the Flex Amplifier that is in development. It runs full 
Webmaster legal limit with SO2R capability including all filtering built in for isolation of two bands. It looks pretty 
Jim Shryne N6DHZ impressive. 
https ://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Zj79JMCayE 


March Calendar 


Mar. 4 ARRL International DX Contest, SSB 
Mar. 5 UBA DX Contest, CW 

Mar. 9 General Club Meeting 

Mar. 11 South America 10 Meter Contest 

Mar. 11 Stew Perry Top Band Challenge 

Mar. 18 Russian DX Contest 

Mar. 25 CQ WPX Contest SSB 


For more contest Info see: http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html 
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Vice President’s Corner 
Mel Hughes, K6SY 


There still seems to be some confusion. W6AM is the call used for the SCDXC repeater. W6AM was the call of the 
world famous DXer and founding member of the SCDXC, Don C. Wallace. The call is used with permission of call 
trustee and member of the SCDXC, Joe Locascio, K5KT. 


The call, KEDXC is the official call of the SCDXC. Currently Jerry Lewine, K6QU, is the trustee for the Club call. 
This call is for Club events and activities. For example, the transmitter used for the voice announcements through 
the W6AM Club repeater now identifies as K6DXC. 


After last month’s meeting | hoped more of you would have given KEDXC-DXChat a try. If you didn’t take the in- 
struction sheets for KEDXC-DXChat home last meeting I'll have more at the March meeting. If you’re having trou- 
ble downloading Mumble or setting things up, you can give me a call on my cell phone at 310-753-5856. When I’m 
in my office | am always logged in to KEDXC-DXChat as K6SY-Mel-wems. If your version of Mumble says that your 
certificate is invalid just ignore it. If it asks for a password, use the two lower case letters, dx. 


Our program for March features Clint Bradford, K6ELCS, who will be showing us how to work “DX” via FM voice ham 
satellites. Brad is an ARRL instructor and a Legacy Circle Club member, as well as an ARISS and AMSAT sup- 
porter. Brad will show us everything we need to know to work FM satellites with equipment most of us have around 
the shack. For a preview of his presentation and a downloadable, four-page tutorial, go to http://www.work- 
sat.com. This is a program for everyone and is “G” rated. Bring you grandkids. Maybe this program will spark 
some interest in becoming HAMS like Grandma and Grandpa. 


On a personal note, long time SCDXC member and even longer WEMS employee, Jim Krieger, WB6OFE, is retir- 
ing from WEMS on Friday March 3. We have worked together for over 50 year and he will be missed. In addition 
to helping me with hundreds of HAM radio projects over those years he helps Gerry and | set up the WEMS lunch 
room for the SCDXC meetings. By the way, this is a hint. If you have nothing to do at 3:30 PM on the afternoon of 
the SCDXC meetings, stop by WEMS before heading to the Sizzler and lend a hand setting up. 


After several months of frustration, | finally have my Flex 6500, SteppIR antenna, SBE 2K-FA amplifier, DTUtil, my 
log, the packet cluster spots, and MMTTY all working together. Next, I'll tackle the digital and cw skimmers. 


Don't forget, the International DX Convention is April 21, 22 and 23, at the Visalia Convention center. Cathy, K6VC 
and Kris, KC6TOD, still need helpers for planning for the 2018 IDXC. 


HamCon 2017, the ARRL Southwestern Division Convention, is back at the Torrance Marriott Hotel, September 15- 
17, 2017. The SCDXC will have a booth in the Vendor Room and will be providing Convention Publicity and the 
Convention Program Booklet. For the latest information and to book your hotel room log onto www.hamconinc.org. 


Happy DXing and see you Thursday, March 9, at 7:00PM. 


Mel — K6SY 
SCDXC VP 


Wee 2 [_] 
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Rumors on the Band 


This month is the ARRL International DX SSB Contest on the first weekend and CQWW WPX CW Con- 
test on the last weekend. Both are great opportunities to easily catch some very good DX. The stations 
are hungry and will dig you out of the noise! Also there are excellent DXpeditions underway. These oppor- 
tunities may not recur for several years so work them first worry about them later. 


Start End 
= a Date Date 


| Pitcairn! ~— | VP6EU DJ9HX DK2AMM DL6JGN PA3EWP 160-10m CW SSB RTTY 


IV3FSG 80-10m SSB RTTY PSK31 


Information 


| Ghana 9G5X G3XAQ G3VMW G4BWP 5B4AGN MOPCB G6MC 160-10m CW SSB RTTY 
ON7EI EI2i! El2JD El4GZB EI5GM EI5IQ EI5IX EIGFR EISFBB EISHQ EISHX 
EISKF 80-10m SSB CW + digital 


[wer [oo [oa [ a RS TR 
IN3ZNR K3LP 160-10m and 5.360 MHz SSB CW RTTY 

[ros 2 [aa aren 2k sroaR 208 s0s0nCWSSBRTY 

[Tanzania | otom | ener | 2apr SAU TOOIONSSBOWRTY 
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Contest Operations 


This month is the ARRL International DX SSB Contest on the first weekend and CQWW WPX CW Con- 
test on the last weekend. Both are great opportunities to easily catch some very good DX. The stations 
are hungry and will dig you out of the noise! Also there are excellent DXpeditions underway. These oppor- 
tunities may not recur for several years so work them first worry about them later. 


Check NG3K website for the latest contest expedition announcements: www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html 


ARRL DX Contest SSB 2017 CQWW WPX SSB 2017 
Call DXCC Class Call DXCC Class 
| sPiw | Barbados | SOABLP_ 
| spoaL | Barbados | 
C37NL 
ESIDWC 
EA8DO | EK | italy |? 
| s2ikw | Bangladesh | Mi? _| 
pa0P 
PZT 
PAG 
AR [vs | Namibia | 50 
PJ7PL SO LP 
TISM 
TISW SOAB HP 


TI7/KOBBC 
TO5A SOAB HP 
v2em | Antigua =| SOAB 
| VP2MMF_| Montserrat | SOLP | 
| = VP5H | Turks&Caicos | SO__| 


For Sale: For Sale: 
Heathkit SB221 6m Conversion KW Amp $800 Two Premium Amplifiers available. | want to sell only 


Kenwood TL-922A 6m Conversion 1.5 KW $700 ONE of these two. 
ACOM 2000A (pair of 4CX800's + built-in FULL power 
John, N6QQ 562-404-1112 Aiea 


ALPHA 87A (pair of 3CX800's); with ALPHA MAX 
Both are in EXCELLENT operating & cosmetic condi- 
tion, with manuals 


Joe, K5KT 310 541-5495 or KSKT@arrl.net 


o 
O 
> 
Oo 


M/2 
M/M 
M/2 
M/M 
M/2 
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DX Standings 


Here are the latest stand- 
ings. It has not changed 
much. | will go through 
and completely scrub 
them using the LoTW and 
ClubLog stats. 


Kent, NC6B, asked about 
the color coding. After 
looking at the chart it be- 
came clear that the work- 
book had been corrupted. 


Red represents members 
who have all current enti- 
ties (#1 Honor Roll) 


Blue Represents mem- 
bers who have 330 enti- 
ties or above (Honor Roll). 


Black is everyone else. 


N6RV@SCDXC.org 


SCDXC WAZ and DXCC 
Standings 


The first WAZ column is the 
confirmed zone count on 10 
bands 160 - 6 (less 60 me- 
ters). The second column is 
the regular SBWAZ con- 
firmed count. The following 
are the codes that follow the 
two columns and indicate the 


awards: 
M Mixed 
P Phone 
Cc CW 
R RTTY 
5 5 Band 


The first DXCC column is the 
confirmed entity count with 
deleted countries. The sec- 
ond column is the confirmed 
current entity count. The third 
column is the challenge 
slots. 


The members highlighted in 
Red are at the top of the 
Honor Roll. Those in Blue 
are on the Honor Roll 


SCDXC Southern California Members Standings 2017 
Rank Call Total Current Slots Rank Call Total Current Slots 


Pt [wor [see] sso [Tf 50 Aacepx [sie [317_[1861||— enn | s7a/200 | Mis 
p 2 | K6YRA [377 | 339 [2272] [51 | AKG! | 316] Twesr | 369/200 | MiPICis | 
[3 _[-Keexo [s7o| saz] [| s2] Neva [sis] | 1 
a] nouc_[ seo] 300] | [83 | Keer [sap | | Kors | 365/198 
[3s_[ Kevur [ses [300 [2s00] [54 | neGp [314 [756 | 7503) 
[6 | wesca| ses] 309 | 1522] | 55 | NevNl | 309| 306 | 1402|| waDx | 357/200] Mis 
7_| Nsec [360 | 339 | 2a56| | 56 | Were | 306 
Le 337 | N6AW_ | 355/200 
337 / 200 
| N6OU | 220/200 M/5 
| KeUNR | /200 | PIS 
352/199] 
| Nsec | 198/198 7 
K6Gxo | 358/198} mM | 
3o6/i96 | sd 
}155/193 
191/19} 
294 / 187 
314/186 
[27 [werk | 348 | 339 | 1747] weYoo 
28 | WASvGr | 348 | 339 _| 26 epxim| 210/184] —*d 
| 29 | wevx | 348 | 338 [2742] | 78 | KFGI 304/479] 5 
30_[ Nery [345 | _330_|2a2a| | 79 | NceB | 170] 170 | 470] 
at | News| 348 [356 | te02] | 80] KescIo | ter] | i 
az [_Alez | 348| 335_[ 2145] | 61] KrA | 160] 100 | 65 ]| Kesy | 2ac/i7s} Pp 
W6ZPL 237 1173 M/P 


NolC_| 347 | 336 [82 Wee | 149 | 149 | 224 | 
KR6C_| 344 | 338 1956] | 83 | ABSA | i4it 
| 32_| K6LPO | 344 | 221 | 1236] | 84 | KK6FUQ | 139 | 139 | 142 | 
| 33] NOPE | 343 [331 [1251] | 85 | KOMKL | 126 | 126 | 185 | 
| 34 | NOPEQ | 347 | 334 [1793] | 86 | KeDSW | 122 | 122 | 268 | 
| 35_] KMGHB | 341 | 334 [i852] | 87 | KceToD | 120] | 
WezPL_| 338 | 335__| 1367] | 88 | ADELV | 118] 
NOxT | 337 | 330_ | 89 fT NGRU 118 18218 | 
|_38_|_KerRO_| 336] 331 [1531] [90 | NGDBF | 7 tty 307 | 
|_39_ | wesw | 336] 318 {501 | | 97 | NGPM 114 | 113 | 243 | 
| 40 | werk {335 fT 8 | KACD tor 
p41 | K2ixa_| 335 [331 | 1604] | 93 fT NGLL | 105] 151/11 MIP 
| 42 | NomxXU | 332 | 329 [i216] | 94 | wepaw | ios] 
| 43] Kesy | 332 | 322, | 1037] | 95 | KeBBC | 103] 


az 
e 
oO 
< 
N 
N 


61/17 

KR6C 295/171 M/C 
226 / 16 

214/160 


> 
i=) 
a 
ra 
2) 
o 
—_ 
: : 
qq 
BR 


M/5 
180 / 147 M/P 


= 
oO 
is} 
~ 
= 
wo 


= 
o 
= 
~ 
= 
N 


154/12 M/P 
[aa | KooK [329 [327 [ares] [96 | NenD [ort (907440 
[45 [ Apecr [328 | [i404 [or [Nae tor 132/ 103 
ae | Noax [szs[ TT [98 | waomem [too | 
KeIw [325 [319 [1057] [99 | NEoV 130/488 
[48 | AAcpw [320 [| 1589] [100 | KKGABZ anay2 


| 49 | NONPG | 319 to 118/10 


| 152/152 | 

| 180/147 | 

| 139/ 140 | 

| 132/ 103 | 

| 130 / 138 | 

| 102/112 | 

SCDXC Member at Large Standings 2017 LS. 
Rank Call Total Current Slots Rank Call Total Current Slots 
| 297 

ae 

a 

a 

| 

| 


Pty Kew [ser] 339 | Ty 8 | KOND | sar] 339 | 2491] 
[2 [-sateK | 32 [| 399 | 3004] | 10 | SwocMZ | 343] 333_| 2180] 
3 [onan [srr{ 30 | [| [| race [om] 324 _| 1146 


3s _[ piss _[ 305] 359 _[ 2055[ | 13 | NeDAZ_| 795 | 
[6 _[-Korpv_| 362 | 334_[1rit| | 14 |WSserZiste| 793] 291 _| 1382, 


© 
ND 
~ 
oO 


P7 | Naxx [see] 300 [rove] [te | Krwy [267] 265 | e31_ 4o/ 40 | wip 

Ps | Kcox [om] oo jet] | | | | i 
a 
| 
| 
| mM 
| P| 
| mM 


2017 Get Schroeder Leaders 100 Ee ase Ab St 
1S 4U1ITU [a FKIC GJ PJ7 T2 
|__ 2017 Entities Worked by SCDXC_ | 231_ | 4, Tm EAS FM OGM py fen 
| 2017 ClubLogLeaders | 243 | EAB FO GU pYor [Ey 
| 2016 Members 282 EA9 FOIA GW PYOS 
2016 SCDXC Leaders (NCGB/N6GQ) | 205 | él 4 PYOT 
2016 ClubLog M be 28 AP CU EK Bigeiil H40 
ubLog Members | 289 | L ao 
Rank Call Entities Delta 
BV9P Atm ER 
FRiJ 
FRIT 


JDM  ==—OY 


JDO KP2 OZ 


9X ES/N is | TN | vP9 


9Y CEOY  ESIS PJ2 am ‘| VKOH vag 
A2 CE0Z E6 a GD PJ4SV5 TT VKOM 


9 | wasver ia | 3313 ott Rank Call 160 80 60 40 30 20 17 15 12 10 6 Total Slots Yrs 
et Li | woos [is fof ofa] vo freal ss [ss [ss Pol sot] ass [ | 
eee oe tee tet Pz [nervy fo Poof reef sr [roof ox [77 [| 27 [2 | 100 [sor [a9 | 
i A Ps [news [7 [as] [25] 39 [a5] os [ e5| 6 | 2a| 1] 170 | 560 | 53 
| 4 | Neaa [of tf ofi37] 55] 151] 56] 92] 9] 29] 2] 179 | 532 | 60 | 
Nothing like a good DX contest to tighten up the competition. BRE RC WOE ER ED 
Quack Quack almost caught up with the pack in one week- i es EE : 
end. The pack however had other plans adding ten or more to i 
their count. It was a great contest. John is relentless (and 
very very tricky). He is still closing the gap. 


Bill, Bill, and Dick are jockeying positions almost daily and 36 
Kent is just cruising ahead of the pack. Shortly, when things 
get sparse the pack will start to encroach on that nice cush- 


last years numbers... in only 2 months. | 15 | Nevni | 0 [13] of 24] 0 | 
We picked up 37 more entities so far this month. They are eC i eee 
listed to the below. That is a bunch and makes it clear that ae | xmens | oP ofolz7loltwlo|ule]o]o] a | 23 | 26] 
even at the bottom of the cycle there is DX to be had. It just te | xvacz | s}4fola}lolalm|sfololo| «1711 
takes longer, steadier, and persistent pursuit digging them out 20 | weou | 3}isfo]4|tlel71sololol|1] 39 | 59 | 54| 
of the noise. Did | mention that CW is really handy? If not CW a1 | are |o}tfo]2l2)e14 iol ol]o| 33 | 53 | 13] 
SY ESTE [22 [never [ofofs[s(2[e (2 Fiz [s [ss [a] 
3yv «SHO ASsCERsCYSsT32_—‘éw:«~S*é'S):—«éL NK [oso] ufo] s[7]2]olofo| w| o| | 
aw t7PSté«EOZ.*«‘<&SC‘<‘été«~t«*«T?”té emg Le oO Opole] 2] nu] o[siolo fol | os | 2! 
| 25 | aceox | ofofot stop 2] 27ofof sett] 13 [17 [10] 


3XA OK D4 = FOIA PJS TA OUP | 26 | ssa | 3fofof2[1][ 3] 5] 1]ofofof 1 {| 15 | 9 | 
4J 9Q EK HKO/S PYOF ~~ TL XT | 27 | xy | of{tfof1fofs] of] 9fof1 fof 10 | 17 | 40) 
4U1ITU 9X EP JD1/M SV9  UA2 ~~ -XXx9 | 28 | KepGH | ofofof1f{of7]o}2ifo]ofof se {| to | 4 | 


| 29 | weoe [ofofofttfopsy sts fol2fof «| 9 [23| 
Here is a little description of the chart on the upper right. First |_30_][ kRec | ofofo] 2] 2]>o[o]fofo]ofo] 4 | 4 | 39] 
the entities in white with green background are the ones | 31 | weeds | ofofof + to] sfofofofofol 4] 4 [a4 
worked this year. The entities with red background are the | 32 | keyul | ofofofot iy i[ 2] ofo]ofol 4 | 4 [60 
ones not expected to be active this year. These are based on [_33_[_NeRu [| o}ofofofof1]2]1fo;/ofoft 4 | 4 {9 | 
their level of activity over the past several years and no an- | 34 | wesw | ofofofotof2]{ 2} ofofofo] 3 | 4 [38 


nounced operations. The light blue backgrounds are the ones 


that have at least one Dxpedition announcing it will activate Comparing the ClubLog leaders 3A = AQ.) HBO UJ 

this year. Black on white background are entities that usually to SCDXC entity count we have 4. AP  JW- vag 

are available every year. worked 2 entities they haven't 40 D2  KHO YA 
worked and they have worked 5U E4 $2 YI 


32 we have not. Their total is 
243 to our 213. We are slipping. 
The entities they worked that we a a . ots 
did not are listed to the right. We a 

worked 5H and FH. oR o 1 259 


5V7 EL ST 22 


Meet Kent Olsen, NC6B 


Kent is a recent member to SCDXC. He has been very active 
and currently is the 2017 Get Schroeder Award leader with 
181 entities worked in the last 6 weeks. Last year Kent 
worked 231 entities and currently ClubLog has him with 242 
entities confirmed. 


Since Kent graciously agreed to an interview | eagerly put to- 
gether a Q&A session. You know ... it’s hard to get anyone to 
talk about themselves in this club. Funny, we will bend every- 
body’s ear on the air but when it comes to the written word 
we are almost functional mutes! Maybe Kent will help change 
this strange resistance to being a subject of a club article. In 
any event, thanks Kent for sharing a bit of your experience with us! 


First give us some background: 
Who you are? : My name is Kent Olsen NC6B, formerly KEDKO, formerly KF6PLH. 


Where do you live?: | live in Huasna Valley, CA. It is beautiful rural valley inland from Pismo Beach. We 
bought the house 5 years ago. Its on 16 acres. 


What you do for a living?: | am retired from UPS where | started as a delivery driver and then drove big 
rigs for the last 10 years. | had 27 years with the company. My last route was in downtown Los Angeles as 
a pick up driver. Maneuvering a big rig though the small streets of LA in not for the faint of heart! | am glad 
to be retired! 


Family situation?: | am married to the most wonder woman, Gail (KJGCPH). She puts up with all of this 
ham radio stuff and me. My sister in-law and 97 year old father in-law live with us also. Yes we have a 
very large house. 


Let’s talk ham radio: 

How did you get started in ham radio?: | was a CB kid at about 14. My step father bought a CB be- 
cause he drove from California to Texas quite often, but | kind of stole it. | talked to a lot of local people on 
the CB and made many friends. One of my friends was interested in ham radio and he got his general li- 
cense. He invited me over to show me and | was very interested. However, | was 16 and | had discovered 
girls and motorcycles. Ham radio faded from my mind. Fast forward to 1998, | had taken up the hobby of 
off-roading in Jeeps. We put on rather large events for the association | was involved in. One of my club 
members is a ham and he suggested all the club members get their Tech licenses. We did! We were very 
happy with our 2 meter radios and could talk to people at home when we were out in the boonies with no 
cell service. Forward again to 2013, | know retirement is close | have kind of fallen out with my Jeeping 
buddies, so what am | going to do for fun. HAM RADIO! | started studying for my general in January of 
2014. | took the test in April and passed! | decided to keep going while | had the study bug and took the 
extra the next month. It's all down hill from there! 
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When you were first licensed?: 1998 


Who got you started?: Tony Burrillo was the 
first person when is was 14. | have no idea 
what happened to him. | did a search for him 
and the last callsign | found had expired and 
the address was in Nevada somewhere. | 
would like to thank him. 


John Snell (AC6BL) The Off Road Club mem- 
ber who rekindled my interest. 


Currently Bill Shell (N6WS) and Dick Ste- 
panian (W6TK) are my elmers, showing me 
how to work DX. 


What was your first station?: My first station 
was in the barn. | had plenty of room for a 
guyed push up mast that had a G5RV at- 
tached at about 45ft. The radio was an Icom 
IC-7410 with a SignaLink for digital modes. 
My XYL was not happy that | was so far from 
the house so | knew | had to move in to the 
house. 


How did you get bit by the DX bug?: 
Hmmm... | really had no idea about DX for a 
few weeks after | had my station setup. My 
first DX contact was Venezuela YV5OIE 20m 


was shocked and excited to make that contact 
on my G5RV. | was hooked from then on. 


What is your station now?: To get in the house, | bought a used US Tower HDX572 MDPL from a ham 
in Sacramento. It took me 10 month to get it in the air. My radio is a Flex 6500 with an SPE Expert 1.3k- 

FA Amp. On the tower a M2 Orion 2800 rotor with Green Heron RT-21 controller. Bill Shell (N6WS) gave 
me a very old (but well taken care of) Cushcraft X9 Tribander with a X940 add on for 40 meters, it sits at 

about 80 feet. For the top bands | have an OCFD at about 50 ft. As | type this | have a SteppIR DB36 sit- 
ting in the yard that | am building. It should be up in the next 2 weeks. 


How often and when do you get on the air?: Every day when | am at home. | am in and out of the 
shack all day. 
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What is your favorite mode?: Right now it is , 
RTTY but when | finish learning CW | may com 
change my mind. SS 


What is your favorite band?: Whatever band 
the DX is on! 


What was your most memorable QSO?: My 
first QSO with Sri Lanka. It was CW long path 
and | could hear the echo from both directions. | 
love that stuff! 


Do you like contesting?: Yes. | really enjoy 
RTTY contesting. In the last JARTS contest | 
made 802 Q's! 


You mentioned you have been at Visalia. What are some of your favorite activities there?: | like go- 
ing to the seminars and learning new things. 


What contests do you participate in?: Any of the ARRL HF contests (especially Sweepstakes), NAQP, 
Field Day (not a contest, right?), CQ World Wide, Worked all Europe, JARTS, IARU HF WC, Phone Fray 
(weekly) and my favorite is the CQP. 


What are your future plans?: 

| am headed to Friedrichshafen Hamfest this year. | was hoping to be able to operate in the IARU HF WC 
from there but | will be on a cruise when it is happening. We have a very large motor home that we will be 
taking some long trips in, | will have a radio with me and hope to make many contacts while on the road. | 
am young enough that | know | can enjoy my retirement and | know ham radio will be a large part of it. 


It is refreshing to see someone who has taken the bull by the horns! When you see Kent at Visalia intro- 
duce yourself. He is in it for the long run. There is a group of SCDXers that meet up in the Santa Maria 
area and they are very active. You met Kent and if you were at last month’s meeting you heard his voice 
as well as Bill Shell, N6WS, who is another Get Schroeder competitor, a big time DXer and a contester. 
Bill doesn’t know it but he will be next months subject for this column. Filling out the group is Dick, W6TK/ 
These three are very present on the bands. 


If you have not got on SCDXC DX-Chat Mumble app you are missing out on the best DX party line in the 
country. Both Bill and Kent can be found there except when their sleeping as well as Mel. So if you like to 
stay in touch with Dxers who are working just about everything that pops up on the West Coast then down 
load the Mumble app. There are apps for the iPhone, Windows, and the Mac. For the Android app use 
Plumble. Installation is straight forward. If you need guidance then drop an email to NSRV@SCDXC.org 
and he will get you going. 
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QRP WAC in one Weekend 
And Things | Learned 
Doug Millar K6JEY 


Recently | was all set up to get on the ARRL CW DX contest with my regular station. | was ready for QRO, QSK and QRZ, as 
they say. But- there on the desk was my brand new Elecraft KX2 and it was calling to me. “Go QRP in the Contest instead”. 
So | did- | switched over to the KX2, and kept the dipole and a 2 element 20m beam at 25 feet as antennas. | didn’t have much 
hope for lot’s of new ones, but | was curious about what | could work at -20db from my usual signal. My paddle weighed more 
than my rig. 


Of course working QRP in a contest is not new. But for me, | had not done much QRP in the whole 60years of ham radio. | 
had worked Brazil with a dipole and HW 7 on 15 sometime in 1975. Since then | have worked on running as much power as 
possible for contacts. It has worked. | have worked more than 250 countries over the years. However, the challenge is there. 
What could | learn, and what could | do with 10 watts? The experience ended up being quite an education. | was able to do 
WAC in really one day. Yep, | worked all the continents in about 24hours with 10 watts and a dipole. KL7, JA, ZL, PJ, D4, and 
CT were all in the log. 


Here is some of what | learned- 


Never assume anything- My assumption was that 10 watts wasn’t going to get me much. | was wrong. It was working all the 
JA’s | could hear on 40m at night that convinced me. The more | tried to work, the more | actually worked. 


Grey line on 40- Without much forethought | went to 40m as 20 was dying about 4pm. | heard a pretty big French station 
clearly and started to give him a call. Just as | did, the noise floor jumped up and | lost him. | think the grey line was over. | re- 
solved that | needed to take more advantage of it. 


It is probably quieter where they are. Usually you assume reciprocity between TX and RX. However, it is a pretty sure bet that 
most places are quieter than next to the harbor in Long Beach. Moral: give it a try. You are probably louder to the other station 
than they are to you. 


Sending speed- The CQ might be at 25wpm, but if | am QRP there, | found that he isn’t going to get much if | am too fast. 
17wpm seemed to be about the best speed. | had more QSO’s when | slowed down. 

Having done well on 40m, | went down to 80m at night and worked a few countries on that band. The countries were much 
closer, but it was rewarding and surprising to work the ones | did, considering the circumstances. 


Listen for the big guns and wait till the crowds have thinned to work them. | did some clean up late in the afternoon of the con- 
test. D4C came on and | worked him without QRM on one call. The fewer other people calling a particular station, the more 
likely they are to hear you. 


Listen, listen, listen. Watch the spots, but listen. Use the propagation forecast as a guide, but listen. If your goal is WAC, then 
keep a chart of what you have and what you need and look for them. 


| can hear some people mumbling that it is easy to work WAC on the DX contest weekend because everyone is on. Of course 
it is. However, the only difference is that outside of the contest it would take longer to work the same stations, but they would 
still get in the log. Besides, if the tuna are running off Catalina, why would you fish at Anacapa? 


Along with having a good time with a new radio, It was a good exercise to just plain sharpen my skills. I’m glad | did it. 


Doug K6JEY 
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TIDBITS 


Will Wolfshohl sent me an email with a very interesting Japanese Anime link. It is classic amime with a 
ham radio twist 


How are you doing? It's been a long time... Here is something you might want to disseminate to the guys. 
| found a new anime (Japanese animation) episode heavily featuring Amateur Radio. I'm living in Papil- 
lion, Nebraska. 


| also like to watch anime. While watching episode 4 of "Akiba's Trip The Animation", | was surprised to 
see many Amateur elements laced into the otherwise wacky series plot. 


The main character is a teenage Amateur Radio operator. It is set in Akihabara Tokyo. In this particular 
episode, he must contact a character deep in the Amazon who cannot be reached by cell phone. He used 
CW ona Bencher paddle. The episode showed many drawings of equipment | recognized. 


Japan broadcast standards do not permit proper spelling of products. It was obvious what was meant. He 
used a "Yagesu FFDX 5000" on 40 meters CW to make the QSO. :-) There were Kenwood, Yaesu, 
Collins, HF amps, VHF HTs, etc. He explains what Amateur Radio is while several stations are shown. 
There is an explanation by a child professor character about propagation and the ionosphere. Pretty accu- 
rate too. :-) Near the end, a QSL card is shown with the partial callsign of JA1Q. There must have been 
one or more Japanese Amateur Radio ops who worked on it. 


Here are YouTube links to the English subbed episode titled "Ham Radio Fighters" of "Akiba's Trip The 
Animation": 


https://www.youtube.com/results ?search_query=TW5swExdmXM 
There are a number of other places on the Net where it is available. 


Even though this is a Japanese animation and is definitely a comedy, | thought there might be other of my 
brother Amateur Radio operators who will be entertained by it. 


Thanks and 73, 
Will Wolfshohl 


KC6X 
Hoping to be QRV again in 2017 


Join us aboard Holland America’s 
new ship, ms KONINGSDAM 


Don’t miss this exciting opportunity. 
Sail the seas with your family & QCWA 
friends to promote Amateur Radio World Wide 


FT. LAUDERDALE 


St. Maarten 
St Kins 
Half fMoon Guaralounr 
Cay 


cy 


ee > 


Enjoy sailing 11 days visiting St. Maarten, Guadeloupe, Barbados, Martinique, St Kitts & Nevis, 
St Thomas the Bahamas before returning back to Ft Lauderdale. 
Be part of the group functions, enjoy a complimentary Pinnacle Grill dinner and the comradery. 
Rates start at $1444* per person including tax and may be combinable with current promotions. 
Call WHITE TRAVEL for the best possible rate. 


SPECIAL BONUS ON-BOARD CREDIT BOOKING INCENTIVE 


re iateaciiaen will receive aa eed cedua"* 
Outside Stateroom will receive $50 on-board credits 
Veranda staterooms will receive $75 on-board credits 


Contact White Travel for all the details 
Phone: 800-547-4790 / Email: info@whitetravel.com 


*Rate is based on an inside Category J. double occupancy at the time of printing. pee gee ee eee eee 
be available at the time of booking. All rates and accommodations are based on availability ** Credits are per stateroom 


Holland America Line 


SAVOR TRE JCURNES 


mt 
i 
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Resource Page 


Useful DX Sites 


NOHR DXpedition Map 
www.n0hr.com/wk34/ 
The DX Zone 
www.dxzone.com/catalog/DX_Resources/ 


The Daily DX 
www.dailydx.com/ 


Announced DX Ops 
www.ng3k.com/misc/adxo.html 


DXing.info 
Iwww.dxing.info/dxpeditions/ 
DX 425 News 
www.425dxn.org/dxped/ 
Dx-info.de 
www.dx-info.de 


DX Italia DX News 
Propagation 


The last one to leave turn the 
lights off and shut the door! 


We have arrived! Truly this is the bottom... flat 
line! You know when someone makes that 
statement the SFI drops another 10 - 20 points. 
Hopefully projecting the bottom will have some 
influence on how long it stays there. 


In spite of this the ARRL DX CW contest was 
full of good stuff! Long Path on 40m at sunrise 
was astounding. Europe at night was nothing 
short of amazing. 20m played well and 15m had 
its moments. Even 10m had a great opening to 
all points East through South to West. So we did 
not hear the real rare ones in Central Asia and 
the Indian Ocean or the participation was not 
that high or the expeditions were sparse (not!), it 
was great fun and lots of countries were 
worked. Members grabbed over 130 entities 
with DXCC handily worked on 40 & 20. 


The bottom is here and it looks low nevertheless 
there have been DX stations on 10m & 12m. 
Keep an ear out. 


In the meantime remember to get on for both 
contest mentioned on page 5. There should be 
lots of choice contacts to be made. 


ARRL VE Exam Sessions 


To find an ARRL exam sessions in your area go to the website: 


http://www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-exam-session 


Club and Conduct Sites 


Officer Guidelines 
http://www.scdxc.org/download/Officer_Guidelines.pdf 


DX Code of Conduct 
http://www.dx-code.org/ 


Solar Flux Index 


—— SFI 


=== 27 per. Mov. Avg. (SFI) 
—— Linear (SFI) 

— Poly. (SFI) 

Linear (SFI) 


vl 


Sunspot Number 


— SSN 


—— 27 per. Mov. Avg. (SSN) 


—— Linear (SSN) 


— Poly. (SSN) 
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The DX Store 


No BS. Just good old fashioned customer service. 


Heil PRO7 Simply The Best 


Available in Four Colors 


sales@dxstore.com 
www.dxstore.com 


Agoura PC Services 


Jerry Lewine — 


1149 Oban Drive 
_Los Angeles, Calton ia 90065 


(818) 451-9967 


Jerry@AgouraPC.com 


Electrical Distribution Systems 
Design & Installation 


Urban E. Stiess - W6MPB 
CBT, CBNT, CTO 
CSLB# 842820 FCC# PG00010828 


W6MPB@ATT.NET 323-295-5411 


This slot is open. 


Have a business you want to 
promote? 


hHhamcity.com 


) The Wireless Communication Warehouse 


Sales: *Local: (310) 390-8003 *FAX: (310) 390-4393 
Email Support: sales@hamcity.com 


Live Support via Instant Msg *AIM: hamcityim 
*Yahoo hamcityim *MSN: 
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